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David's Discussions 

     I sign my name and register my mobile phone number in the registry book. The 
receptionist takes my temperature with a forehead thermometer. Everyone has to do 
this before entering the seminary building. I am here at Holy Light Theological Seminary 
(HLTS) to meet up with Sam Huang, a seminary alumnus. Because of this COVID-19 
pandemic, the government of Taiwan has mandated schools and institutions such as 
our HLTS to be vigilant in checking the entry of outside people, and thus monitor 
effectively the potential spread of the coronavirus. This method has been very 
successful. These past few days, CDC Taiwan reports zero new infections. We are 
grateful for Taiwan leaders’ efficient and compassionate approach to handling this 
global pandemic. 

     Meanwhile, I still go to places for ministry and visit with church members for 
meetings. Some churches have decided to meet virtually using online services, allowing 
members to listen to songs and the pastor’s sermons. Others are meeting in person 
with some limitations. Higher Ground International Fellowship (HGIF), the bilingual 
church I am currently helping, is live streaming videos for its online church services. I 
am contributing some preaching and recording some music and singing. It has been 
challenging, but life goes on and ministry still happens. 

     Speaking of preaching, I have totally enjoyed preaching at HGIF. Since November 
last year, I have done two sets of sermon series on 1 Corinthians and the Gospel of 
John. These have been a rewarding experience. I have learned a lot. Moreover, I 
appreciate better the roles that local church pastors have in terms of shepherding and 
caring for the people of God. The next time a pastor asks me to be the church guest 
preacher, I will not say no. In this way, the pastor can take a break from sermon 
preparations and I can enjoy sharing from God’s Word. Besides, it will be a great 
opportunity for me to share about FM work in Asia. 

     So, while we had some restrictions and social distancing brought about by the 
pandemic, we were busy with video recordings for our online services. Also, I led short 
training sessions for worship leaders and workshops for IBSM (Inductive Bible Study 
Method) facilitators. I shared a mission report at Fong Shan FMC. I went to a youth 
group fellowship at MAK to share my personal testimony. So you can see that I still had 
a productive time here in Kaohsiung. Nonetheless, I did cancel some of my plans. My 
ministry trip to South Asia, a child baptism service at HGIF, and a speaking engagement 
at a church retreat had to be moved to later dates. These have been challenging 
moments, but life goes on and ministry still happens. 

     This Fall of 2020, we will start our Partnership Building in the USA. So, for about a 
year, I will be connecting with individuals and churches and sharing about the Lord’s 



work here in Asia. Soon, I will be making calls to pastors and local missions personnel 
to schedule some times of sharing.  I am looking forward to doing this. Meanwhile, I am 
still helping our ALT (Asia Leadership Team) members with some consulting work. For 
instance, we are working on re-envisioning the Theology of Mission (ToM) for our FMC 
global work. We are currently on our second Zoom (video conferencing) meeting with 
other missionaries and seminary professors. We call ourselves the ToM Task Force. I 
most probably will have more Zoom meetings with this group in the months to come, 
while doing Partnership Building in MI and IL. Although members of this task force are 
scattered from around the world, from Costa Rica, Brazil, Philippines, Michigan, and 
Taiwan, we are connected virtually and ministry still happens. 

     Earlier, I mentioned a meeting I had with a seminary alumnus, Sam Huang. He is a 
very good friend of mine. He is doing missions work in East Asia and is here in Taiwan 
for a time of Partnership Building. We met for a time of consultation and re-connection. 
You see, he is planning to go on a study leave and come back to seminary to pursue 
another Masters degree. We talked about missions, theology, and his missionary life 
with two small children and another child arriving sometime the end of this year. I told 
Sam I am willing to help him even if I am on the other side of the globe. I can be his 
academic adviser, thesis reader, and consultant for his many research papers. We 
could use Zoom and other videos conference apps. It will be challenging but both of us 
are resolved to make this happen, because life goes on and ministry can still happen. 

     “And don’t be wishing you were someplace else or with someone else. Where you 
are right now is God’s place for you. Live and obey and love and believe right there. 
God defines your life. Don’t think I’m being harder on you than on the others. I give this 
same counsel in all the churches.” (1 Corinthians 7:17 MSG). “Each one should remain 
in the condition in which he was called.” (1 Corinthians 7:20 ESV). 

 
Sarah's Sentiments 
 
As our time in Taiwan is drawing to an end, our family decided we wanted to be sure to 
pay a visit to some special friends. Fortunately they lived in the same place only about 
an hour's drive from our house. Miss Crystal was our babysitter when we first arrived in 
Taiwan almost 15 years ago. Today, she is an MDiv graduate of Holy Light Theological 
Seminary and a ministerial candidate in the Taiwan Annual Conference.  
 
Emmy came to live with us when she was about 8 months old. She stayed with us for 
about seven years before returning to her first home, which was with Crystal's family. It 
was sweet to watch Emmy remember us, and we enjoyed taking her for a walk around 
the village with friends. Crystal remembered us, too!  (Of course.) I got a little choked up 
seeing the three of them together. I don't realize how long we have lived in Taiwan until 
I look at the children. Time goes by so fast! This simple visit reminded me how we have 
been blessed so much by so many people. 
  
 



Jacob's Journey 
 
It seems strange to watch the world experience shelter-in-place and lockdowns while 
Taiwan schools and businesses remain open (with controlled procedures in place). 
We're especially grateful that Carmen and Jacob get to spend these last weeks in 
Taiwan with their friends. Recently, in the midst of being busy with schoolwork, the 
Freshmen had a class party with cookout, games, and a time of sharing for the 
classmates who would be leaving this year. It's been such a joy watching Jacob grow 
with this group, and we hope to keep in touch even as we make new friends in the 
States. 
 
 
Prayers and Praises 
 
***** We thank God for the prayers and faithful financial support of our Partners in 
Ministry, especially during this time of uncertainty. We truly feel "lifted up," and we are 
praying for you as well. 
 
***** Our country leader in South Asia reports that "one church divided into 12 family 
churches." This is their way of following government protocol. Pray for our pastors in 
Asia as they respond creatively to the challenges of the global pandemic. 
 
***** Pray for our trip to the USA this summer. We are still in the process of securing a 
new flight itinerary as our original one was cancelled. Please pray for wisdom and 
patience and acceptance of things we cannot change. 
 
***** Pray for Carmen and Jacob as they finish the school year at MAK and say 
goodbye to their friends. 
 
***** We are thankful that Carmen's graduation is still scheduled for Saturday, May 30. It 
will be streamed online, and we will share a link in a later update. Pray for Carmen and 
her classmates as they look ahead to starting college in the midst of the pandemic. 
We're excited that Carmen will be studying Media Communications at Asbury 
University.  
 
***** Pray for our upcoming time of ministry and Partnership Building in the United 
States. Depending on what recommendations and restrictions are in place, we will need 
to be creative in our communications. Pray for this time of connection with God’s work in 
Asia. 
 
 
Love in Christ, 
 
David, Sarah, Carmen and Jacob Clemente 
 
 


