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David's Discussions 
“How can we help conferences in Asia be more involved in missions work?” This was one of the 
questions we were grappling with in our APFMMA (Asia Pacific Free Methodist Missions Association) 
meetings. We listened to many stories from different areas in the region. One story that stayed with 
me is the one from Myanmar. One of our pastors from that country is planting a new church in a 
Creative Access Country (CAC) by crossing the border regularly. He meets with the CAC’s lay 
pastors and instructs them on biblical matters. Despite governmental restrictions, these groups of 
pastors were able to baptize new believers from a nearby river. I listened to the report about these 
pastors and I cannot help feeling awed and overwhelmed by their courage and dedication to the 
Lord’s work. God is good. He is taking care of his own. 

I was there in the Philippines for the APFMMA meetings September 19-21. I presented a proposal to 
its Executive Committee and participated in the various celebrations. I also attended the 70th 
Anniversary Celebration of the Philippine Free Methodist Church, together with 7000 or more FMs in 
attendance. What a historic day for Free Methodism in the Philippines. It was good to see Linda 
Myette, the daughter of Walter Groesbeck, one of the pioneer-missionaries in the Philippines. She, 
together with her American guests, toured Bunawan and other Agusan localities where her father 
used to do missions work. I was not with her group, but I heard many good reports of their visit. Next 
time I am in Illinois, I will make sure to connect with Linda and her group and hear the stories of their 
Philippine visit. 

A week before the APFMMA meetings, I was in Taytay, Rizal (close to Manila), Philippines for a 
series of lectures. It was the missions week of the Asia Pacific Nazarene Theological Seminary 
(APNTS), and Dr. Shmidt invited me to present a lecture on “Missions and the Trinity: A Proposal for 
Missiological Practice.” I had a great time with the students. They had so many thought-provoking 
questions. “How do you share the Trinity to Muslims? What are the limits of practicing the incarnation 
of Jesus when ministering to people living in a garbage mountain? How do you sustain a deep 
spiritual life while doing missions work?” These are just a sample of what transpired during my visit at 
this seminary in Taytay. 

I cannot, of course, repeat my lectures here. One thing I keep repeating in my sharing time is that 
God is a missionary God. He is leading the way. All we are doing is simply participating in his work in 
the world. As David J. Bosch said in his book Transforming Mission, “To participate in mission is to 
participate in the movement of God’s love toward people, since God is a fountain of sending love” 
(1991:390). I am privileged to witness many Asian FMs participating in God’s missionary work. It is 
my honor to be a part of God’s work in Asia. 

 

 

 

 



Carmen's Corner 

Carmen has a new project at school!  "Reel Talk" is a new podcast that compares a modern film to a 
classic one. Each episode invites a different guest to help break down the films. For the first week, 
Carmen and her classmate, Eden, discuss The Sound of Music and La La Land. New episodes will 
come out about every three weeks for the rest of the school year.  

Carmen and her Varsity Volleyball teammates recently competed in the Jeju Volleyball Invitational 
hosted by Korea International School - Jeju. They played hard, had fun, and finished as the 
tournament champions! We're so proud of our Lady Sharks! 

 

Financial Facts 
 
We thank God for the prayers and faithful giving of our partners in ministry. Recently, giving has fallen 
behind our budgeted expenses and we anticipate a significant shortfall at the end of the year. 
Please pray with us as we trust God for His provision. 
 
As you pray, if you feel led to help us meet our goal with a thanksgiving offering or one-time gift, you 
may do so by writing a check made out to "Free Methodist Church - USA" with "Clemente MSA" 
noted in the Memo line and mail it to: 
 
Free Methodist World Mission 
770 N. High School Rd 
Indianapolis, IN 46214 
 
FMWM will provide you with a receipt as all financial gifts are tax-deductible. 

 

Prayers and Petitions 
 
***** David will be in Indonesia October 4-9 to explore partnership with an indigenous Indonesian 
denomination. Pray for God's direction. 
 
***** David will travel to Nepal October 22 - November 11 for a time of teaching and leadership 
development. Pray for our Nepal country leader as the leadership team holds annual meetings at 
various places. Pray for safe travel and for Sarah, Carmen, and Jacob back in Taiwan. 

 

Thank you and God Bless You!!  

Love in Christ,  

David, Sarah, Carmen, and Jacob Clemente  
PO Box 450 Xinxing  
Kaohsiung 80099 Taiwan 
 


