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David's Discussions 

Bear-jet Free Methodist church is located on top of a mountain with an elevation of 5686 feet. The 
members of this church pray and send one of their lay pastors to go to another mountain area for two 
nights on the weekends. It takes about three hours of walking and hiking through a mountain trail 
before this volunteer lay pastor can be at the newly planted church. One member of this church-plant 
donated a one-bedroom house. The 30 or so members meet in the living room and the only bedroom 
becomes the living quarters of the visiting church planter. Financial contributions are very minimal 
and yet the work continues. Simple but very effective. 

I met John when I was in Bear-jet FM church. We talked about the ministry and the many ways God 
is blessing the work. I met his wife, daughter and two sons.  His wife has been spearheading the 
prayer ministry of the local church. His daughter and son are involved in the music ministry. A simple 
family and yet God is using the family members effectively for this mountain ministry in South Asia-
NP. 

What would this ministry look like if we were in Michigan, USA? In what ways would a US ministry 
look like that of this South Asian work? How would we imagine it to be?  What are some common 
themes?  

Imagine a Free Methodist church from Grand Rapids (MI) sending one of their volunteers to the U.P. 
for a weekend ministry.  The volunteer would drive his car to the Upper Peninsula in probably less 
than three hours. One would certainly connect with a friend and have coffee or be invited to family 
dinner. There may be a room available for him to stay in as a guest; but if not, the volunteer can 
always stay in a hotel for the weekend. The opportunity to share the gospel will happen during any of 
these meal times and fellowship with the host. I would assume the Grand Rapids congregation would 
be financially supporting this church plant effort. Members would be praying for the church planter. 
Reports would be given every so often and encouragement would be shared. Simple efforts and yet 
this could be a very effective way of sharing the gospel outside the confines of the local church. 

Who would this church planter and volunteer be? He or she would definitely not look like John from 
the Bear-jet church. But, maybe the spouse could be a prayerful partner. Maybe the children would 
be involved in the local music ministry of the Grand Rapids church. Maybe they could even join the 
trip to the U.P. for the weekend. This could be just a simple family; however, we rely on God to take 
all our simple things and He will do the rest. God will take ordinary people and make them effective 
tools for the work in His Kingdom. 

Bear-jet church is one of our Free Methodist churches here in the hinterlands of South Asia. I was 
there in the mountains for four days, teaching and visiting our leaders during October 2019. The next 
time I visit there, I will talk to John and share with him some ways of developing a church plant 
ministry. I hope I can encourage him to continue in God’s work. 

So, when I visit your area, how would you describe to me God’s work in expanding His Kingdom? Is 
there anyone in your local church that fits my description of John from South Asia-NP? Any of your 
youth and children involved in the music ministry? Would you say your local church is like Bear-jet 



church, praying and supporting someone who is willing to go to a new area to share the gospel? I 
look forward to seeing the new things that God is doing in your area of the world. 

 

Sarah's Sentiments 

The retired doctor who lives next door recently stopped David to let him know that he has sold his 
house and will be moving to the United States to live near his daughter. He shook David's hand and 
said we had been very good neighbors. This from the man who gave our family a big cake after his 
little tree fell over the wall into our space during a typhoon, and whose pretty pink flowers David 
"borrowed" to make my Valentine's bouquet earlier this year. His house is quiet now as we wait to see 
who will move in. 
 
After thinking of Mrs. Sophie who lives down the street and how I hadn't seen her in a while, I saw her 
walking with her caretaker today and walked over to ask how she was doing. She looks very thin, and 
she told me her leg is sore so she must take a walk three times a day to keep active. When we first 
moved into our house, she would walk by and greet the children. Sometimes she even helped hold 
the jump rope with Carmen so Jacob could jump. Always happy and playful. Now she is moving more 
slowly, but still talks with a spark of joy. Although she is struggling these days, she says she is 
thankful.  
 
Yesterday afternoon, we waved to our neighbor across the street and the little boy in a school uniform 
walking with her. Her grandson?! I'm always startled to see him these days. He's grown so much! 
Next door to them lives a family who also has young children. I saw them the other day and was 
confused. Where was the baby? Then I realized the baby was walking next to his mother!  I told 
Carmen and Jacob I can only imagine what our neighbors think when they see them!  
These are a few of the people in our neighborhood. Who are the people in yours? 

 
 
Prayer Requests 

 
***** Praise the Lord for the 20 newly accepted CMCs (Conference Ministerial Candidates) for our 
work in South Asia-NP. Pray for the on-going training to get these pastors ordained for the Lord’s 
work. 

***** Praise the Lord for the 25 local churches that were started this year. Pray for the pastors and 
their passion for church planting. 

***** Pray for our Country Leader, Rev. AL, as he leads the FMC work in this region. Pray for God’s 
wisdom.  

***** Pray for a series of Leadership events in Thailand with all our Country Leaders from many 
different Asian countries. Pray for God’s visit in our time of planning and resourcing. 

***** Praise the Lord for Pastor Dick from Colville FMC (WA) and the time of teaching in Asia. Praise 
the Lord for the visit of Pastor Sunhee from Living Hope Church (CA). In a few months, another team 



will come from The Woods FMC (MI) for a time of training. Pray for the time of preparation, fund-
raising, and planning for this upcoming visit. 

***** Pray for the plan to establish a “Ministry Center” in the heart of a major metropolis here in South 
Asia-NP. Pray for God’s provision to come. At this point, Rev. AL and his local leaders are scouting 
for a location. Pray for the right property. 
 
***** Sarah's sister, Susan, is coming to visit from November 20 to December 3. This is her first time 
visiting Taiwan and her first time traveling outside of the United States! We're very excited to share 
our home with her, and we look forward to introducing her to our friends and our favorite places. 
Please pray for good travel, good health, and good times together. 

 

Faithful Finances   
 
We are so thankful for the prayers and faithful giving of our Partners in Ministry. Many of you have been with us 
since we began as FMWM missionaries in 2005, and we consider you co-laborers in the Lord's Harvest here in 
Asia. 
 
As the year 2019 is coming to an end, it is projected that we will experience a shortfall of about $25,000 unless 
giving increases. Please pray with us as we seek God's wisdom.  
 
As you pray, if you feel the Lord leading you to send an additional financial contribution, you may do so by writing a 
check made out to "FMWM" with "Clemente MSA" noted in the Memo line and mail it to:  
 
Free Methodist World Mission 
770 N. High School Rd 
Indianapolis, IN 46214 
 
All financial gifts are tax-deductible. 

 

We thank God every time we remember you!  - Philippians 1:3 

 

Love in Christ, 

 

David, Sarah, Carmen and Jacob Clemente 

PO Box 450 Xinxing 
Kaohisung City 80099 
Taiwan 

 

 


