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David's Discussions 

Churches are canceling their Sunday services. Some Free Methodist churches here in Taiwan are 
doing the same. One church I am helping, Higher Ground International Fellowship (HGIF), is following 
soon. We are slowly thinking of ways to manage our videos and online postings of worship songs and 
sermons. We are doing this to follow the advice of our local leaders and also prevent the spread of a 
contagious disease. 

COVID-19 is now a pandemic, as declared by the World Health Organization. We continue to pray for 
God’s grace to help us, especially the families who are mourning the loss of a loved one or suffering 
due to an affected family member. We pray for strength for the doctors and medical specialists who 
are out there on the front lines helping people. We pray for wisdom for the leaders of our nations as 
they find solutions to stopping the spread of this pandemic. 

A few days back, we had to cancel a missions trip to South Asia (NP). Our teachers, Pastors Ron and 
Jim, had to reschedule their coming from Michigan to Asia to later this year. Many of our Asian 
airports and border crossing situations have become so unpredictable. Many flights had been 
cancelled. I am sure you all know this by now. 

The world is reeling from the threat brought by this pandemic. Sports events are cancelled in the 
USA. Cities are locked down in Italy and China. Schools are closing in Korea and other countries. I 
am sure everyone is feeling uneasy and experiencing discomfort. Maybe some are going through 
suffering. A few are in pain. We are still in the Lenten Season. We are reminded that Jesus himself 
went through these things we are experiencing—discomfort, suffering, and pain. Paul says: “For as 
we share abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too.” (2 
Corinthians 1:5 ESV) My prayer is that we experience God’s comfort all our days. 

 

Sarah's Sentiments 
 
During Chinese New Year Break at the end of January, Carmen and I traveled to Chiang Mai, 
Thailand with the MAK Varsity basketball teams for the CMIS Invitational. It was a great time of 
competition among other international schools around Asia, and both our girls' and boys' teams 
played really well. They were so much fun to watch! Each team made it to the semi-finals and placed 
4th out of 8 teams. Some of our FMWM colleagues even came to watch Carmen play in her last 
game! It was a memorable way to end Carmen's last basketball season at MAK, and I'm so thankful I 
had the opportunity to experience it with her and her team.  
  
Upon our return, it was time for school to resume. Due to government restrictions put in place in 
response to the COVID-19 virus, MAK conducted two weeks of online-learning. It has been over three 
weeks since they returned to the classroom, and various procedures are still in place to help prevent 
the spread of the virus. As we follow the news from the United States and around the world, we 



recognize many of the actions taken here in Taiwan are now being put in motion where you are. Let 
us continue to pray for each other as we all work together to protect the most vulnerable and support 
our health care workers during this crucial time.   

 

Prayer Requests 
 
*****Carmen and Jacob will participate in Morrision Academy's Second VIDA Nueva Retreat this 
Friday (3/13) through Sunday (3/15) in Taichung. Carmen will serve as a helper and Jacob will be a 
first-time participant. Vida Nueva is a weekend in which students have an opportunity to draw near to 
God and one another. Please pray for Jacob and the other new participants that they will experience 
and understand more about "New Life" through Christ. 
 
*****Last week, Carmen injured her thumb while diving for a ball during soccer practice. She will need 
to wear a splint for a total of six weeks. Please pray for proper healing. Her hope is to be able to play 
in the TISSA tournament at the end of the season, if not as goalkeeper, then out in the field.  
 
*****Praise God that Sarah's Dad is finished with his immunotherapy treatments and his cancer is in 
remission! Please pray for continued strength, healing, and protection, as well as warmer weather so 
he can enjoy walking outside again.  

 

Partnership Building  
 
Our family will be transitioning home to the USA in June for a year of partnership building, rest, and 
refreshment in preparation for the next season of life and ministry. Although the focus will necessarily 
be with the tasks of sharing the details of the Father’s work in Asia, I (Sarah) will continue my work as 
Administrative Assistant to the Area Director, working remotely from the USA. David will also continue 
in a limited role with the Asia Leadership Team (ALT) working to support the development of leaders 
across Asia with a special emphasis in Nepal. We will be seeking God’s will and working with our 
Area Director to determine the next best deployment for our family after this year of Partnership 
Building. 
 
Please pray with us as there are many details to take care of and some uncertainty in light of the 
COVID-19 situation.  

 

Thank you so much for your love and support!  

Love, 

The Clemente Family 

David, Sarah, Carmen and Jacob 


