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Carmen's Corner  
 
“How lucky I am to have something that makes saying goodbye so hard.” -Winnie the Pooh  
 
After 15 years of living in Taiwan, it’s time to say goodbye. Growing up in Taiwan has brought me so 
much joy and I will always cherish the memories I’ve made here. Here are the top ten things I will 
miss about Taiwan:  

1. My school Morrison Academy Kaohsiung (MAK). I’ve made so many friends, received a good 
education, and made so many amazing memories at my school.  

2. Local Taiwanese food, including but not limited to beef noodle soup, dumplings, and bubble 
milk tea.  

3. Though my Chinese level is the same as a second-grader who grew up in Taiwan, I will still 
miss listening to and speaking Chinese on a daily basis.  

4. Additionally, I will miss walking the streets of Kaohsiung and taking in the bustling and Asian 
atmosphere that I wouldn’t be able to get in the U.S.  

5. Chinese New Year is a huge holiday in Taiwan, being the equivalent to Christmas in the U.S., 
and I will miss celebrating it. 

6. I will miss easy access to the ocean and the beaches in Taiwan. Though the U.S. has 
beaches, I will be living in the Midwest, which is quite a distance from the East and West 
Coast.  

7. Tropical fruits such as mangoes, guavas, and passion fruit. Though I may have access to 
these fruits in the West, it’s different when you can just pick them up at a local fruit stand.  

8. The mix of old and new, especially in a city like Kaohsiung, where new malls and office 
buildings are in the same vicinity as traditional, long-established houses.  

9. The nature and environment of Taiwan. I love the tropical weather and atmosphere with the 
palm trees and waterfalls when I get out of the city.  

10. The house that I have lived in since I was in first grade and the purple walls in my bedroom.  

  
Though there are things I will miss in this time of transition, there are also many things that I am 
looking forward to in my move to the U.S. Here are my top ten:  

1. Being with family. Though my parents, Jacob, and I have lived in Taiwan, it will be nice to be 
near my grandparents, Auntie Susan, and other relatives from my mom’s side.  

2. Being able to effectively communicate with strangers. My English has always been stronger 
than my Chinese, so it will be nice to feel more comfortable and equipped when talking to 
people. 

3. More opportunities in filmmaking, since that’s what I will be majoring in for college and what I 
want to do.  

4. Restaurants that are not in Taiwan like Wendy’s, Chick-Fil-A, and Dunkin’ Donuts.  
5. Thrift. Shops.  
6. Going to concerts, because not a lot of musical artists come to Taiwan when they are on tour, 

so that will be a lot of fun.  
7. The sports culture, especially with baseball and basketball. Also, American football, that isn’t 

really that big in Taiwan. 
8. The corn fields that stretch out for miles on end.  



9. As a result of #8, actually being able to see a full sunset without having to go to the beach 
every time. Almost all of the sunsets from where I live in Taiwan are blocked by buildings and 
mountains.  

10. Finally, embracing this new chapter in my life and attending Asbury University.  

  
Thank you all so much for your support over the years. It has been an honor writing in Carmen’s 
Corner. Be sure to stay safe and healthy. I hope to see you soon! Goodbye for now!  
  
From, 
Carmen  

 

David’s Discussions 
 
Let us uphold the people of Nepal who are outside their country working in a foreign land as migrant 
workers. Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, many of them are most vulnerable and suffer from 
unjust labor practices. Let us help our faithful brothers and sisters who are praying for these suffering 
Nepalis by joining them in their ministry of intercession.  

 
To help us in our prayers and understand the plight of these migrant workers, I am sharing here 
below an excerpt of a news report from Kathmandu, written by Chandan Kumar Mandal. 

The report entitled “Nepali migrants among unpaid workers for months at a FIFA World Cup stadium 
in Qatar,” states that: “Amnesty International says around 100 workers who have worked for up to 
seven months without pay are still waiting to be paid their full dues.” 

Based on their investigation, “payment delays had begun in early 2019 and the situation further 
deteriorated into 2020. Amnesty International found out that many migrants received no salary at all 
for their work between September 2019 and the end of March 2020, though some salaries stopped as 
early as August, but QMC (Qatar Meta Coats) repeatedly assured workers their money was coming 
but never fully delivered on their promises.” Many of these workers have high hopes coming to West 
Asia. “‘The future was not looking good for me before I came to Qatar… I was unemployed and 
couldn’t find a job in my home country,’ Kiran, a Nepali migrant worker, told the Amnesty International 
team. ‘I am the only person taking care of my parents and siblings, and I thought coming to Qatar 
would make things better for all of us. But sadly, things didn’t work out as I expected.’” (From 
Kathmandu Post. June 13, 2020) 

      Let us join hands with the global church in praying for God’s justice and mercy to be proclaimed in 
Asia. The Bible says we are to take care of the poor and the sojourner among us. (Leviticus 19:10). 
"You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob him. The wages of a hired worker shall not remain with 
you all night until the morning . . . . but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.” 
(Leviticus 19:13, 18b) 

 



Prayers and Praises 
 
***** Thank you for all of your prayers, words of encouragement, and financial support, especially 
during this difficult time. We would love to hear from you! Please feel free to reply with a note (and 
even a picture!)  and let us know how we can pray for you. (Our change of mailing address is at the 
bottom of this letter.) 

***** Carmen and Jacob were able to finish out the remainder of the school year in the classroom with 
their friends. Jacob's class had a Farewell Party for the students who would not be returning next 
year. The MAK Class of 2020 and their families were able to celebrate together with a traditional 
banquet and graduation ceremony. We are so very very grateful. 
 
***** Thank you for praying for our trip back to the United States. We were able to book a new flight 
out of Taipei on June 19th and we will arrive in Macomb, IL on June 20th. Please pray for safety, 
good health, and peace on our journey. 
 
***** We are so thankful we have a place to stay for our 14 days of self-quarantine. Please ask God to 
give us good rest and help us take care of ourselves during that time and not simply jump right into 
more tasks we need to accomplish. (OK, this is pretty much a personal request from Sarah. :) ) 
 
***** Please pray for our upcoming time of Partnership Building and ministry. We will be sharing about 
God's work in Asia, explaining our roles in this work, and seeking new prayer and financial supporters 
to partner with us 

 

 
 
Thank you and God bless you! 
 
Love in Christ,  
 
David, Sarah, Carmen, and Jacob Clemente 
1300 E. Grant St. #111 
Macomb, IL 61455 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to contribute to our support, you can send a check payable to “Free Methodist Church - USA” 
with “Clemente MSA” in the memo line and send it to the following address: 
 
Free Methodist Church - USA 
770 N High School Rd 
Indianapolis IN 46214 
 


