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Re ections: Joyful Children
“Please, Jesus, bless my toy.” “Would you come and play
Minecraft with me?” I often wonder what today’s children are saying
to Jesus when they are in his presence. In the same breath, did you
ever wonder what the children said to Jesus when he invited them to
come forward to meet him? Maybe they were saying the same things
as that of the modern child. Perhaps one child said: “Jesus, please
take my pet sparrow and use it for whatever you want my pet to do.”
Or another said: “Please Jesus, take these two pieces of sh and
some bread that I have and give it to another child on your way to
another village.” Whatever happened that day, one thing was evident.
The children received Jesus’ blessing. (Mark 10:16). They went back
to their homes joyful and secured in their entrance to the kingdom of
God. (Luke 18:17).
In the following story in Mark 10:17-22, we see a contrast
between the children and that of a rich man. This rich young man
went away sorrowful and with a heavy burden, the very opposite of
the joyful children. He could not let go of his riches. He could not give
these to Jesus, or do what Jesus asked him to do: to sell everything,
give his riches to the poor, and come and follow him. (Please read
Mark 10:13-16, Matthew 19:13-15, and Luke 18:15-17).
And so, here are some questions for you: What are you bringing
to Jesus? Or perhaps, a better question is “Which part of your self
are you ‘selling and giving to the poor’ so that you are able to come
to Jesus and follow him as your Lord and Savior?”
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Report: “A New Role in Asia”
I, David, am now an Assistant Director representing FMWM-Asia
in the regions of the Philippines, Indonesia, and Oceania (which
includes Australia and the South Paci c countries). I will still be
available for occasional teaching work in Country-NP, Cambodia, and
other Asian countries. This new role means new ways of doing
missionary work in Asia. Please continue to pray and stay connected
in the next few months for more details about this new role.

Reconnection: “Almost Done”
I am almost done with Partnership Building. November will be the
nal month of church visits. I will be in Holton, Mt. Pleasant, and
Millbrook, all in Michigan, and Pontoon Beach and Co een, both in
Illinois.
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Review: “Community Kids”
“We love them for who they are.” One Free Methodist lady from
Illinois tells me her story of loving the kids from their community.
“They are a handful, but we love them just the same,” she continues
her sharing with me. This month of October, I visited several churches
and shared about God’s work in Asia. At many times during my visit, I
would sit down with the pastor and a few church leaders over a
Sunday church potluck dinner lunch and we would visit. I would hear
stories of God’s work in their locality. For example, Wednesday
evening becomes a time for inviting children from the church’s
neighborhood. Sunday school times are also moments when the
children hear lessons from the Bible. I hear the same kind of Christian
witness wherever I go.
In the same manner, when I visit Free Methodist friends from
Michigan, they would recount a similar story—stories of loving
community kids and accepting them for who they are. There are
many challenges, but these do not stop the Christian love from
over owing. One pastor even told me that he accepted the part-time
work of being a school bus driver so that he can get to know the
children from the school. “I make sure the school children know and
call me Pastor Chip,” he shared with me. There is an intentional e ort
to go out there and become a witness to the kids of the local
community.
At many times, I would stop talking and just listen to what our
Free Methodist friends are sharing. God is working here in Illinois and
Michigan — the same God who is working in Asia. I am grateful that I
am serving our God who loves the children of the world.

