
Clemente Newsletter 
February 2015 

 

 

We are very happy to report that we ended the year 2014 in the black! We thank God 

for our faithful partners in ministry -- those who give consistently throughout the year, as 

well as those who make a special contribution at the very end. May we continue to lift 

one another up in prayer as together we serve as workers in the Lord's Harvest. 

 

 

David's Discussions 

 

Everyone is eating ice cream placed in between two pieces of sliced bread. What? Ice 

cream sandwich? This is foreign to Americans but very natural among Filipinos. Last 

week, I was in Butuan City, Philippines for a time of teaching at a seminary. During our 

class break, we had ice cream sandwiches. I just smiled as all the students devoured 

their snack with much gusto. I had been away from the Philippines for so long that 

eating an ice cream on a bun made me uncomfortable. I was home, but my culinary 

preferences had already changed. Butuan City is my hometown, and yet it was a 

challenge for me to swallow an ice cream sandwich. I am home, but not really. 

Being at home could be a challenge. While in the Philippines, I helped a group of 
Manobo Christians record some songs. (Manobo people are one of the many tribal 
communities in the country.) They were singing Christian gospel songs in their own 
Manobo language. It was a joy to see the light in their faces when we were doing the 
recording. I would not be exaggerating if I say they were at home in their faith 
expressions because they were singing in their mother tongue. Worship is much more 
meaningful when one sings using the heart language. Pastor Ruel, the leader of this 
Manobo group called Adgawan, will play these Manobo gospel songs on the radio, 
reaching out to more Manobos in this island of Mindanao.  
 

Now, I am back home here in Kaohsiung, Taiwan, with my family. It is good to know that 
there are many more Manobos feeling at home with the Christian gospel because they 
hear gospel songs being sung over the radio in their own language. Home is where God 
is present and working. 

 

 



Carmen's Corner 
 
January was a busy month for me. What’s more special to start off the new year than 
with my classmates? Kicking off 2015 was the 7th grade sleepover on January 16th. My 
class and I had a total blast!  
 
Once we all settled ourselves in the gym, we played a little game. It’s called Sardines 
and it was SO much fun! The game starts out with a person who had to hide 
somewhere in the school and the rest of the class has to look for him/her. But, there’s a 
little twist to it. Once someone found the hider, they have to hide with them. And it will 
be funnier and easier for the other seekers, because more and more people will hide 
with the person who first hid and it will be more obvious where the hider was hiding. So 
that was our first activity. 
 
Next, we played a favorite when it comes to sleepovers? Capture the Flag! We played 
boys vs. girls and unfortunately, no one won. I was defense because I was afraid that if I 
was running too much I would get injured and not be able to play at the basketball 
tournament the next day. So I just stuck right by the flag. 
 
After that, we had a bonfire! Now that was SO much fun. It was a really cold night so it 
felt really good to sit next to the fire. One of our teachers played some worship songs for 
us all to sing. It was really nice. Once the songs were done, our sponsor teacher talked 
to us a little. This year, 7th grade’s theme is ‘Building Bridges’, because we will be able 
to build bridges with our family, our friends, new students, and with God, too. So our 
teacher challenged us to say how we have been building bridges this past year. At first, 
no one raised their hands. But one by one, people started to speak up. There were lots 
of good and heart-warming testimonies. One of my friends shared that she was moving 
next year and will move to another school. She has been a friend of mine for a long time, 
and she said she’s really sad for leaving, but because of this, she has been able to build 
bridges with her family and with God. I will miss her very much. Another one of my 
friends shared that before she came to MAK, she wasn’t a Christian. She has been 
praying to God and building bridges with Him, and asking Him to help her grow in her 
faith. She is doing really well. So it kept on going. We all started sharing all our joys and 
all our troubles. This bonfire, I think, has really brought our class together and it gave us 
a great opportunity to bond and to share our feelings. I hope we get to do this again 
next year at our 8th grade sleepover. 
 
Once that was done, we got to play some games and started to wind down a bit. The 
girls got to sleep in the library and we got to talk a lot and share our thoughts and 
feelings. We laughed and we cried, and I think this made us bond a lot. 
 
Until next time, this has been Carmen Clemente, challenging you to BUILD BRIDGES. 

 

 



 

Prayer Requests 

 

February 6-16:  David travels with a group of students from Holy Light Theological 

Seminary to Myanmar to visit Free Methodist churches in Yangoon. Pray for humility as 

we learn from the people we encounter there. Pray for encouragement as the team 

members lead in children's evangelistic activities, a youth rally, and a time of teaching at 

our FM Bible college there. 

 

Chinese New Year falls on February 19th this year. This is a time for celebration and 

fellowship with one's family. Pray for opportunities for Christian witness. 

 

Second semester at Holy Light begins February 23rd. David will teach "Understanding 

Culture and Missions," as well as co-teach a D.Min. course later in the semester. Pray 

for preparation and inspiration for teachers, students, and staff. 

 

Our family will be returning to the United States for a time of Partnership Building this 

June through December. We will be attending General Conference in Orlando, FL as 

well as the North Michigan Family Camp in Manton, MI. Please pray with us for the 

many details that need to be worked through. We look forward to seeing many of you 

soon! 

 

Love in Christ, 

The Clemente Family 
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